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Inside the Kingdom Robert Lacey 2011-06-30 Saudi Arabia is a country defined by paradox: it sits atop
some of the richest oil deposits in the world, and yet the country's roiling disaffection produced sixteen of
the nineteen 9/11 hijackers. It is a modern state, driven by contemporary technology, and yet its powerful
religious establishment would have its customs and practices rolled back to match those of the Prophet
Muhammed over a thousand years ago. In a world where events in the Middle East continue to have
geopolitical consequences far beyond the region's boundaries, an understanding of this complex nation
is essential. With Inside the Kingdom, British journalist and bestselling author Robert Lacey has given us
one of the most penetrating and insightful looks at Saudi Arabia ever produced. More than twenty years
after he first moved to the country to write about the Saudis at the end of the oil boom, Lacey has
returned to find out how the consequences of the boom produced a society at war with itself. Filled with
stories told by a broad range of Saudis, from high princes and ambassadors to men and women on the
street, Inside the Kingdom is in many ways the story of the Saudis in their own words.
The Queen Mother's Century Robert Lacey 1999 Elizabeth Bowes Lyon's celebrated life began on
August 4th 1900 and has reflected ten dramatic decades of spectacle and change. Royal biographer
Robert Lacey traces the Queen Mother's story through the milestones of our time - starting with her
carefree childhood and using pictures to match her own history with that of the century. The future Queen
Elizabeth the Queen Mother became a public figure in 1923 with her engagement and marriage to
'Bertie', the shy and stammering Prince Albert, Duke of York, and it was her triumph to help transform her
bashful husband into the brave and inspiring figure of King George VI. Through historic newspaper and
magazine front pages (which record and recall the landmarks of our era), the epoch-making events of the
century in which The Queen Motherp played a part are chronicled, and her role as mother, grandmother
and great-grandmother in a rapidly changing world is also traced. She is a symbol of the best and bravest
in Britain's recent past, but she is also a reminder of the enduring values to take in the next millennium courage, civility, duty and grace.
Salman's Legacy Madawi Al-Rasheed 2018 King Salman of Saudi Arabia began his rule in 2015
confronted with a series of unprecedented challenges. The dilemmas he has faced are new and
significant, from leadership shuffles and falling oil prices to regional and international upheaval. Salman's
Legacy interrogates this era and assesses its multiple social, political, regional and international
challenges. Whether Salman's policies have saved the kingdom from serious upheaval is yet to be seen,
but no doubt a new kingdom is emerging. This book offers historical and contemporary insights into the
various problems that persist in haunting the Saudi state. Madawi Al-Rasheed brings together wellestablished historians and social scientists with deep knowledge of Saudi Arabia--its history, culture and
contemporary politics--to reflect on Salman's kingdom. They trace both policy continuities and recent
ruptures that have perplexed observers of Saudi Arabia. This lucid and nuanced analysis invites serious
reflection on the Saudi leadership's capacity to withstand the recent challenges, especially those that

came with the Arab uprisings. At stake is the future of a country that remains vital to regional stability,
international security, and the global economy.
Inside the Kingdom Robert Lacey 2010-10-05 "It's all here-Islam, the family tree, a sea of oil and money
to match, palace intrigue...This is high drama and an epic tale." -Tom Brokaw Though Saudi Arabia sits
on one of the richest oil deposits in the world, it also produced fifteen of the nineteen 9/11 hijackers. In
this immensely important book, journalist Robert Lacey draws on years of access to every circle of Saudi
society giving readers the fullest portrait yet of a land straddling the worlds of medievalism and
modernity. Moving from the bloody seizure of Mecca's Grand Mosque in 1979, through the Persian Gulf
War, to the delicate U.S.-Saudi relations in a post 9/11 world, Inside the Kingdom brings recent history to
vivid life and offers a powerful story of a country learning how not to be at war with itself.
Capture Or Kill Nick Fielding 2012 "A hair-raising thriller." —Sunday Times
Letters to My Mother Ingrid Betancourt 2011-03-01 On December 1, 2007, during the arrest of several
guerillas in Bogotá, the Colombian police confiscated a short video clip of political hostage Ingrid
Betancourt. Accompanying the video was a twelve-page letter, dated October 24, 2007, written by
Betancourt to her mother and family. Kidnapped on February 23, 2002, Betancourt has become an
international symbol in the struggle for liberty and the fight against barbarity. Before being captured by
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC), she was a voice of hope for the Colombian
people, leading a courageous fight against political corruption, violence, and illegal detentions. Presented
in this small, poignant book is Betancourt’s letter to her mother printed in English, French, and Spanish.
From the depths of the Colombian jungle, Betancourt’s words are an impassioned declaration of love to
those dearest to her. In addition to this letter is a response to Betancourt written by her children, who
since they were teenagers have rallied public support for their mother’s release. With a preface by Nobel
Peace Prize Laureate Elie Wiesel, Letters to My Mother conveys a powerful message of love for family
and country, and a heartrending plea for freedom.
Vision or Mirage David Rundell 2020-09-17 'Clear-eyed and illuminating.' Henry Kissinger, former
Secretary of State and National Security Advisor 'A rich, superbly researched, balanced history of the
modern Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.' General David Petraeus, former Commander U.S. Central Command
and Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 'Destined to be the best single volume on the Kingdom.'
Ambassador Chas Freeman, former U.S. Ambassador to Saudi Arabia and Assistant Secretary of
Defense 'Should be prescribed reading for a new generation of political leaders.' Sir Richard Dearlove,
former Chief of H.M. Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) and Master of Pembroke College, Cambridge.
Something extraordinary is happening in Saudi Arabia. A traditional, tribal society once known for its lack
of tolerance is rapidly implementing significant economic and social reforms. An army of foreign
consultants is rewriting the social contract, King Salman has cracked down hard on corruption, and his
dynamic though inexperienced son, the Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman, is promoting a more
tolerant Islam. But is all this a new vision for Saudi Arabia or merely a mirage likely to dissolve into
Iranian-style revolution? David Rundell - one of America's foremost experts on Saudi Arabia - explains
how the country has been stable for so long, why it is less so today, and what is most likely to happen in
the future. The book is based on the author's close contacts and intimate knowledge of the country where
he spent 15 years living and working as a diplomat. Vision or Mirage demystifies one of the most
powerful, but least understood, states in the Middle East and is essential reading for anyone interested in
the power dynamics and politics of the Arab World.
Yemen Endures Ginny Hill 2017-09 Why is Saudi Arabia, the world's largest oil exporter, involved in a
costly and merciless war against its mountainous southern neighbor Yemen, the poorest country in the
Middle East? When the Saudis attacked the hitherto obscure Houthi militia, which they believed had
Iranian backing, to oust Yemen's government in 2015, they expected an easy victory. They appealed for
Western help and bought weapons worth billions of dollars from Britain and America; yet two years later
the Houthis, a unique Shia sect, have the upper hand. In her revealing portrait of modern Yemen, Ginny
Hill delves into its recent history, dominated by the enduring and pernicious influence of career dictator
Ali Abdullah Saleh, who ruled for three decades before being forced out by street protests in 2011. Saleh
masterminded patronage networks that kept the state weak, allowing conflict, social inequality and
terrorism to flourish. In the chaos that follows his departure, civil war and regional interference plague the
country while separatist groups, Al-Qaeda and ISIS compete to exploit the broken state. And yet, Yemen
endures.
The Most Intimate Revelations about Inside the Kingdom Daniel Stubbs 2013-02 In this book, we have
hand-picked the most sophisticated, unanticipated, absorbing (if not at times crackpot!), original and

musing book reviews of "Inside the Kingdom: Kings, Clerics, Modernists, Terrorists, and the Struggle for
Saudi Arabia." Don't say we didn't warn you: these reviews are known to shock with their
unconventionality or intimacy. Some may be startled by their biting sincerity; others may be spellbound
by their unbridled flights of fantasy. Don't buy this book if: 1. You don't have nerves of steel. 2. You
expect to get pregnant in the next five minutes. 3. You've heard it all.
The King's Messenger David B Ottaway 2010-07-23 "Just how oil, arms, and Allah have served over time
either to bind or sunder the United States and Saudi Arabia relationship is the focus of this book," writes
David Ottaway, who has chronicled "the special relationship" over the course of three decades at the
Washington Post. No two governments and societies could be more different, and yet we have been
bound together since1945 by vital national security interests, based on a simple quid pro quo: Saudi oil at
reasonable prices in return for U.S. protection of the House of Saud from all foreign foes. However, the
balance points of the relationship-often tenuous even in peacetime-have been fractured by the attacks of
9/11 and the U.S.'s subsequent invasion of Iraq: the price of oil has skyrocketed and Saudi Arabia has
been powerless to stop its rise; the U.S. invasion of Iraq has unleashed the prospect of a Shi'itedominated regime allied to Iran on Sunni Saudi Arabia's borders; and militant elements within Saudi
Arabia are ever more threatening. Not since the 1979 Islamic revolution in Iran has the House of Saud
felt itself in such peril, and the Saudis have not forgotten the inability, or unwillingness, of the U.S. to save
the Shah. Nobody has been more emblematic of the Saudi-U.S. relationship, nobody has been at its
center for longer, than Prince Bandar, the first Saud royal ever to serve as ambassador to Washington.
David Ottaway's personal connection to the prince has allowed him unparalleled insight into the complex
geopolitics that govern and have governed Saudi Arabia's dance with the United States, and his book,
coming at a crucial juncture, will examine what new common ground may be found between the two
countries, and what may ultimately pull them apart.
Journey Into Islam Akbar Ahmed 2007 Why? Years After September 11, We Are Still Looking For
Answers. Internationally Renowned Islamic Scholar Akbar Ahmed Knew That This Question Could Not
Be Answered Until Islam And The West Found A Way Past The Hatred And Mistrust Intensified By The
War On Terror And The Forces Of Globalization. Seeking To Establish Dialogue And Understanding
Between These Cultures, Ahmed Led A Team Of Dedicated Young Americans On A Daring And
Unprecedented Tour Of The Muslim World. Journey Into Islam: The Crisis Of Globalization Is The
Riveting Story Of Their Search For Common Ground. From The Mosques Of Damascus To The
Madrassas Of Karachi And Deoband, Ahmed And His Companions Met With Muslims From All Walks Of
Life. They Listened To Students And Professors, Presidents And Prime Ministers, Sheikhs And Cab
Drivers, Revealing Muslim Hopes And Frustrations As The West Has Never Heard Before. They
Returned From Their Groundbreaking Journey With Both Cause For Concern And Occasion For Hope.
Rejecting Stereotypes And Conventional Wisdom About Islam And Its Encounter With Globalization, This
Important Book Offers A New Framework For Understanding The Muslim World. As Western Leaders
Wage A War On Terrorism, Ahmed Offers Insightful Suggestions On How The United States Can
Improve Relations With Islamic Nations And Peoples. Written With Equal Parts Compassion And
Urgency, Journey Into Islam Makes A Powerful Case For Forming Bonds Across Religion, Race, And
Tradition To Create Lasting Harmony Between Islam And The West. It Is Essential Reading In An Era Of
Mistrust And Misunderstanding.
Model Woman Robert Lacey 2015-06-16 A revealing, no-holds-barred portrait of the legendary Eileen
Ford—the entrepreneur who transformed the business of modeling and helped invent the celebrity
supermodel. Working with her husband, Jerry, Eileen Ford created the twentieth century’s largest and
most successful modeling agency, representing some of the fashion world’s most famous names—Suzy
Parker, Carmen Dell’Orefice, Lauren Hutton, Rene Russo, Christie Brinkley, Jerry Hall, Christy
Turlington, and Naomi Campbell. Her relentless ambition turned the business of modeling into one of the
most glamorous and desired professions, helping to convert her stable of beautiful faces into millionaire
superstars. Model Woman chronicles the Ford Modeling Agency’s meteoric rise to the top of the fashion
and beauty business, and paints a vibrant portrait of the uncompromising woman at its helm in all her
glittering, tyrannical brilliance. Outspoken and controversial, Ford was never afraid to offend in defense of
her stringent standards. When she chose, she could deliver hauteur in the grand tradition of fashion’s
battle-axes, from Coco Chanel to Diana Vreeland—just ask John Casablancas or Janice Dickinson. But
she was also a shrewd businesswoman with a keen eye for talent and a passion for serving her clients.
Drawing on more than four years of intensive interviews with Ford and her intimates, associates, and
rivals, as well as exclusive access to agency documents and memorabilia, Robert Lacey weaves an

unforgettable tale of a determined entrepreneur and the empire she built—a story of beauty, ambition,
business, and popular culture as powerful and complex as the woman at its center.
Inside the Kingdom Carmen Bin Ladin 2007-07-31 Osama bin Laden's former sister-in-law provides a
penetrating, unusually intimate look into Saudi society and the bin Laden family's role within it, as well as
the treatment of Saudi women. On September 11th, 2001, Carmen bin Ladin heard the news that the
Twin Towers had been struck. She instinctively knew that her ex-brother-in-law was involved in these
horrifying acts of terrorism, and her heart went out to America. She also knew that her life and the lives of
her family would never be the same again. Carmen bin Ladin, half Swiss and half Persian, married into
and later divorced from the bin Laden family and found herself inside a complex and vast clan, part of a
society that she neither knew nor understood. Her story takes us inside the bin Laden family and one of
the most powerful, secretive, and repressed kingdoms in the world.
Sotheby's Robert Lacey 1999-03-01 This volume explores the history of Sotheby's auction house, tracing
its beginnings back to 1744. It was in the latter half of the 19th century, when economic instability forced
the aristocrats to sell off many of their treasures, that Sotheby's began to lay the foundations of the
modern art market. The Sotheby's-Christie's rivalry intensified in the early-1900s and they have been
battling it out ever since over the likes of Cezanne, Picasso, Van Gogh and Monet. Lacey takes the
reader through the unprecedented boom of the 1980s, when Van Gogh's Irises went for $53.9 million,
and examines the catastrophic effects of an inflation still being felt today.
Gulf Charities and Islamic Philanthropy in the Age of Terror and Beyond Jonathan Benthall 2014-02 Gulf
Charities and Islamic Philanthropy in the "Age of Terror" and Beyond is the first book to be published on
the charities of Saudi Arabia and the Arabian Gulf, covering their work both domestic and international.
From a diversity of viewpoints, the book addresses: the historical roots of Islamic philanthropy in religious
traditions and geopolitical movements; the interactions of the Gulf charities with "Western" relief and
development institutions - now under pressure owing to budgetary constraints; numerous case studies
from the Middle East, Africa, and South Asia; the impact of violent extremism on the sector, with the legal
repercussions that have followed - especially in the USA; the recent history of attempts to alleviate the
obstacles faced by bona fide Islamic charities, whose absence from major conflict zones now leaves a
vacuum for extremist groups to penetrate; the prospects for a less politicized Islamic charity sector when
the so-called "war on terror" eventually loses its salience.
Inside the Kingdom Robert Lacey 2009-10-15 "It's all here-Islam, the family tree, a sea of oil and money
to match, palace intrigue...This is high drama and an epic tale." -Tom Brokaw Though Saudi Arabia sits
on one of the richest oil deposits in the world, it also produced fifteen of the nineteen 9/11 hijackers. In
this immensely important book, journalist Robert Lacey draws on years of access to every circle of Saudi
society giving readers the fullest portrait yet of a land straddling the worlds of medievalism and
modernity. Moving from the bloody seizure of Mecca's Grand Mosque in 1979, through the Persian Gulf
War, to the delicate U.S.-Saudi relations in a post 9/11 world, Inside the Kingdom brings recent history to
vivid life and offers a powerful story of a country learning how not to be at war with itself.
The Queen Robert Lacey 2012-05-15 A short biography of one of the most recognized yet still
mysterious women in the world, Queen Elizabeth II, from the New York Times bestselling author of The
Kingdom Elizabeth of York was not born to be Queen. She came into the world on April 21st, 1926, the
equivalent of the modern Princess Beatrice, first-born daughter of the Duke of York, destined to flutter on
the royal fringe. So while Lilibet was brought up with almost religious respect for the crown, there seemed
no chance of her inheriting it. Her head was never turned by the personal prospect of grandeur—which is
why she would prove so very good at her job. Elizabeth II’s lack of ego was to prove the paradoxical
secret of her greatness. For more than thirty years acclaimed author and royal biographer Robert Lacey
has been gathering material from members of the Queen’s inner circle—her friends, relatives, private
secretaries, and prime ministers. Now, in The Queen, Lacey offers a life of the celebrated monarch, told
in four parts that capture the distinctive flavor of passing eras, and reveal how Elizabeth II adapted—or,
on occasions, regally declined to adapt—to changing times.
Combating Terrorism Shruti Pandalai 2019
Sleeping With the Devil Robert Baer 2004 A veteran of the CIA provides an insider's account of the lovehate relationship between the United States and Saudi Arabia, giving an up-close view of the corrupt
Saudi empire and how the royal family's suppport of a radical religious group helps keep them in power
while fostering hatred of the West throughout Saudi society, and explaining why turning a blind eye to
Saudi turmoil has damaged America's homeland security. Reprint. 75,000 first printing.
Reset Stephen Kinzer 2010-06-08 The bestselling author of Overthrow offers a new and surprising vision

for rebuilding America's strategic partnerships in the Middle East What can the United States do to help
realize its dream of a peaceful, democratic Middle East? Stephen Kinzer offers a surprising answer in this
paradigm-shifting book. Two countries in the region, he argues, are America's logical partners in the
twenty-first century: Turkey and Iran. Besides proposing this new "power triangle," Kinzer also
recommends that the United States reshape relations with its two traditional Middle East allies, Israel and
Saudi Arabia. This book provides a penetrating, timely critique of America's approach to the world's most
volatile region, and offers a startling alternative. Kinzer is a master storyteller with an eye for grand
characters and illuminating historical detail. In this book he introduces us to larger-than-life figures, like a
Nebraska schoolteacher who became a martyr to democracy in Iran, a Turkish radical who transformed
his country and Islam forever, and a colorful parade of princes, politicians, women of the world, spies,
oppressors, liberators, and dreamers. Kinzer's provocative new view of the Middle East is the rare book
that will richly entertain while moving a vital policy debate beyond the stale alternatives of the last fifty
years.
Faith at War Yaroslav Trofimov 2015-06-09 An eye-opening political travelogue that reveals the Muslim
world as never before Drawing on reporting from more than a dozen Islamic countries, Faith at War offers
an unforgettable portrait of the Muslim world after September 11. Choosing to invert the question of what
"they" have done to "us," Wall Street Journal reporter Yaroslav Trofimov examines the unprecedented
American intrusion in the Muslim heartland and the ripples it has caused far beyond the battlefields of
Afghanistan and Iraq. What emerges is a penetrating portrait of people, faith, and countries better known
in caricature than reported detail. The ordinary Muslims, influential clerics, warlords, jihadis, intellectuals
and heads of state we meet are engaged in conversations that reveal the Muslim world to us from a new,
unexpected perspective. In Mali, one of the most successful democracies in Africa, we encounter
Ousmane Madani Haidara, an influential cleric who sees Wahhabi extremists, rather than his country's
secular government, as the real enemy of the true faith. In Saudi Arabia, we explore the bizarre world of
exporting dead bodies from a kingdom that bars the burial of non-Muslims. On a US Navy aircraft carrier
floating just off the coast of Pakistan in October 2001, we witness the mechanics of war: the onboard
assembly of bombs that, hours later, are seen on T.V. exploding in Kabul. And in Iraq, we accompany
Trofimov as he negotiates his escape from an insurgent mob, rides in a Humvee with trigger-happy GIs,
and gets lectured by a Shiite holy man on why America is the foe of mankind. Whether exploring the
badlands of the Sahara or a snow-covered village of Bosnian mujahedeen, Faith at War helps us
understand the hidden relationships and often surprising connections, so crucial to America's future, that
link the Islamic world to our own.
The Xenophobe's Guide to the Russians Vladimir Zhelvis 2001-08-31 A guide to understanding the
Russians which goes behind the curtain of bearishmess to reveal their soft underbelly.
Saudi Arabia on the Edge Thomas W. Lippman 2012-02-01 Of all the countries in the world that are vital
to the strategic and economic interests of the United States, Saudi Arabia is the least understood by the
American people. Saudi Arabia's unique place in Islam makes it indispensable to a constructive
relationship between the non-Muslim West and the Muslim world. For all its wealth, the country faces
daunting challenges that it lacks the tools to meet: a restless and young population, a new generation of
educated women demanding opportunities in a closed society, political stagnation under an octogenarian
leadership, religious extremism and intellectual backwardness, social division, chronic unemployment,
shortages of food and water, and troublesome neighbors. Today's Saudi people, far better informed than
all previous generations, are looking for new political institutions that will enable them to be heard, but
these aspirations conflict with the kingdom's strict traditions and with the House of Saud's determination
to retain all true power. Meanwhile, the country wishes to remain under the protection of American
security but still clings to a system that is antithetical to American values. Basing his work on extensive
interviews and field research conducted in the kingdom from 2008 through 2011 under the auspices of
the Council on Foreign Relations, Thomas W. Lippman dissects this central Saudi paradox for American
readers, including diplomats, policymakers, scholars, and students of foreign policy.
Inside the Kingdom Robert Lacey 2010-09-28 Following on his 1982 classic, The Kingdom, British
journalist and bestselling author Robert Lacey offers penetrating insights into the complex country of
Saudi Arabia. Taking the reader from the dramatic seizure of the Grand Mosque in Jeddah in 1979 to the
deepening U.S.-Saudi relations during the Persian Gulf War and the increasing alienation of such radical
fundamentalists as Osama bin Laden, Lacey presents an unvarnished picture of a country where
repression is endemic and religion rules all. Through conversations with a broad range of Saudis, from
high princes and ambassadors to men and women on the street, Inside the Kingdom is a story of a

people trying to reconcile the religious separatism of the past with the rapidly changing world in which
they are increasingly intertwined.
Violent Separatism in Xinjiang James A. Millward 2004-01-01 This study surveys the evidence for
organized, violent separatist resistance to Chinese rule in Xinjiang, a region three times the size of
France located in the northwestern corner of the PRC. Since several major violent events in the 1990s,
concern has risen over the possibility that a violent separatist or terrorist movement may be emerging
among the Turkic Muslim population of this region. Stories in the international media have sounded this
warning steadily if sporadically over the past decade, and in the aftermath of the September 11 terrorist
attacks on the United States, the PRC government has publicly linked groups comprised of Uyghurs from
Xinjiang to al Qaeda and other international terrorist organizations. The United States and the United
Nations have agreed to some extent with China?s assessment and designated one of the groups on
China?s terrorist list, ETIM, as an international terrorist organization.After summarizing the 250-year
history of various kinds of resistance in Xinjiang, this study catalogs major violent incidents since the
1990s in Xinjiang and in the Central Asian republics. It then discusses the Uyghur groups and individuals
listed as separatists or terrorists. On the basis of a critical analysis of international press reports and PRC
government materials, the study concludes that while ethnic tensions in Xinjiang are indeed serious, the
sense of imminent crisis commonly conveyed by these reports is exaggerated. In particular, the study
notes that the frequency and severity of violence have in fact declined since the late 1990s, perhaps due
to Chinese efforts at interdiction.This is the sixth publication in Policy Studies, a peer-reviewed East-West
Center Washington series that presents scholarly analysis of key contemporary domestic and
international political, economic, and strategic issues affecting Asia in a policy relevant manner.
Blood River Tim Butcher 2009-09-15 A British journalist retraces the legendary 1874 expedition of H. M.
Stanley in this “remarkable marriage of travelogue and history” (Max Hastings, author of Armageddon).
When Daily Telegraph correspondent Tim Butcher was sent to Africa in 2000,. he quickly became
obsessed with the Congo River and the idea of recreating H. M. Stanley’s nineteenth-century journey
along the nearly three-thousand-mile waterway. Despite repeated warnings that his plan was suicidal,
Butcher set out for the Congo’s eastern border with just a backpack and a few thousand dollars hidden in
his boots. Making his way in an assortment of vehicles, including a motorbike and a dugout canoe,
helped along by a cast of characters from UN aid workers to a pygmy rights advocate, he follows in the
footsteps of the great Victorian adventurer. Butcher’s forty-four-day journey along the Congo River is an
unforgettable story of exploration, survival, and history come to life. “Quite superb . . . a masterpiece.”
—John le Carré, #1 New York Times–bestselling author “Do NOT try to repeat Tim Butcher’s audacious
and terrifying Congo journey. If you do, you will probably die.” —The Guardian “[Blood River] keeps the
heart beating and the attention fixed from beginning to end.”—Fergal Keane, international bestselling
author of Wounds “It is the wit and passion of the writing that keeps you engrossed.”—Giles Foden,
author of The Last King of Scotland
A Safe Haven Allis Radosh 2009-05-12 Chronicles President Truman's controversial decision to
recognize the state of Israel, including the issues affecting his decision and how it set the stage for
subsequent Middle East policy.
Civil Democratic Islam Cheryl Benard 2004-03-25 In the face of Islam's own internal struggles, it is not
easy to see who we should support and how. This report provides detailed descriptions of subgroups,
their stands on various issues, and what those stands may mean for the West. Since the outcomes can
matter greatly to international community, that community might wish to influence them by providing
support to appropriate actors. The author recommends a mixed approach of providing specific types of
support to those who can influence the outcomes in desirable ways.
Muted Modernists Madawi Al-Rasheed 2016-03-01 Analysis of both official and opposition Saudi divine
politics is often monolithic, conjuring images of conservatism, radicalism, misogyny and resistance to
democracy. Madawi Al-Rasheed challenges this stereotype as she examines a long tradition of engaging
with modernism that gathered momentum with the Arab uprisings and incurred the wrath of both the
regime and its Wahhabi supporters. With this nascent modernism, constructions of new divine politics,
anchored in a rigorous reinterpretation of foundational Islamic texts and civil society activism are
emerging in a context where authoritarian rule prefers its advocates to remain muted. The author
challenges scholarly wisdom on Islamism in general and blurs the boundaries between secular and
religious politics.
Mbs Ben Hubbard 2021-04-13 "MBS is the untold story of how a mysterious young prince emerged from
Saudi Arabia's sprawling royal family to overhaul the economy and society of the richest country in the

Middle East--and gather as much power as possible into his own hands. Since his father, King Salman,
ascended to the throne in 2015, Mohammed bin Salman has leveraged his influence to restructure the
kingdom's economy, loosen its strict Islamic social codes, and confront its enemies around the region,
especially Iran. That vision won him fans at home and on Wall Street, in Silicon Valley, in Hollywood, and
at the White House, where President Trump embraced the prince as a key player in his own vision for the
Middle East. But over time, the sheen of the visionary young reformer has become tarnished, leaving
many struggling to determine whether MBS is in fact a rising dictator whose inexperience and rash
decisions are destabilizing the world's most volatile region. Based on years of reporting and hundreds of
interviews, MBS reveals the machinations behind the kingdom's catastrophic military intervention in
Yemen, the bizarre detention of princes and businessmen in the Riyadh Ritz-Carlton, and the shifting
Saudi relationships with Israel and the United States. And finally, it sheds new light on the greatest
scandal of the young autocrat's rise: the brutal killing of journalist Jamal Khashoggi by Saudi agents in
Istanbul, a crime that shook Saudi Arabia's relationship with Washington and left the world wondering
whether MBS could get away with murder. MBS is a riveting, eye-opening account of how the young
prince has wielded vast powers to reshape his kingdom and the world around him"--Publisher's
description.
Ibn Saud Barbara Bray 2012-06-15 Ibn Saud grew to manhood living the harsh traditional life of the
desert nomad, a life that had changed little since the days of Abraham. Equipped with immense physical
courage, he fought and won, often with weapons and tactics not unlike those employed by the ancient
Assyrians, a series of astonishing military victories over a succession of enemies much more powerful
than himself. Over the same period, he transformed himself from a minor sheikh into a revered king and
elder statesman, courted by world leaders such as Churchill and Roosevelt. A passionate lover of
women, Ibn Saud took many wives, had numerous concubines, and fathered almost one hundred
children. Yet he remained an unswerving and devout Muslim, described by one who knew him well at the
time of his death in 1953 as “probably the greatest Arab since the Prophet Muhammad.” Saudi Arabia,
the country Ibn Saud created, is a staunch ally of the West, but it is also the birthplace of Osama bin
Laden and fifteen of the nineteen 9/11 hijackers. Saud’s kingdom, as it now stands, has survived the
vicissitudes of time and become an invaluable player on the world’s political stage.
The Crisis of Islam Bernard Lewis 2004-03-02 In his first book since What Went Wrong? Bernard Lewis
examines the historical roots of the resentments that dominate the Islamic world today and that are
increasingly being expressed in acts of terrorism. He looks at the theological origins of political Islam and
takes us through the rise of militant Islam in Iran, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia, examining the impact of
radical Wahhabi proselytizing, and Saudi oil money, on the rest of the Islamic world. The Crisis of Islam
ranges widely through thirteen centuries of history, but in particular it charts the key events of the
twentieth century leading up to the violent confrontations of today: the creation of the state of Israel, the
Cold War, the Iranian Revolution, the Soviet defeat in Afghanistan, the Gulf War, and the September 11th
attacks on the United States. While hostility toward the West has a long and varied history in the lands of
Islam, its current concentration on America is new. So too is the cult of the suicide bomber. Brilliantly
disentangling the crosscurrents of Middle Eastern history from the rhetoric of its manipulators, Bernard
Lewis helps us understand the reasons for the increasingly dogmatic rejection of modernity by many in
the Muslim world in favor of a return to a sacred past. Based on his George Polk Award–winning article
for The New Yorker, The Crisis of Islam is essential reading for anyone who wants to know what Usama
bin Ladin represents and why his murderous message resonates so widely in the Islamic world.
Inside the Kingdom Robert Lacey 2010 Saudi Arabia is a country defined by paradox: it sits atop some of
the richest oil deposits in the world, and yet the country's roiling disaffection produced sixteen of the
nineteen 9/11 hijackers. This title offers an insightful look at Saudi Arabia.
The Kingdom Robert Lacey 1983 Follows the line of the Saudi succession from its nineteenth-century
origins to the present and chronicles the nation's ruling families' progression to an oil superpower.
In the Land of Invisible Women Qanta Ahmed, 2008-09-01 "In this stunningly written book, a Western
trained Muslim doctor brings alive what it means for a woman to live in the Saudi Kingdom. I've rarely
experienced so vividly the shunning and shaming, racism and anti-Semitism, but the surprise is how Dr.
Ahmed also finds tenderness at the tattered edges of extremism, and a life-changing pilgrimage back to
her Muslim faith." - Gail Sheehy The decisions that change your life are often the most impulsive ones.
Unexpectedly denied a visa to remain in the United States, Qanta Ahmed, a young British Muslim doctor,
becomes an outcast in motion. On a whim, she accepts an exciting position in Saudi Arabia. This is not
just a new job; this is a chance at adventure in an exotic land she thinks she understands, a place she

hopes she will belong. What she discovers is vastly different. The Kingdom is a world apart, a land of
unparralled contrast. She finds rejection and scorn in the places she believed would most embrace her,
but also humor, honesty, loyalty and love. And for Qanta, more than anything, it is a land of opportunity.
A place where she discovers what it takes for one woman to recreate herself in the land of invisible
women.
Inside the Kingdom : Kings, Clerics, Modernists, Terrorists, and the Struggle for Saudi Arabia 2012 Saudi
Arabia is a country defined by paradox: it sits atop some of the richest oil deposits in the world, and yet
the country's roiling disaffection produced sixteen of the nineteen 9/?11 hijackers. It is a modern state,
driven by contemporary technology, and yet its powerful religious establishment would have its customs
and practices rolled back to match those of the Prophet Muhammad over a thousand years ago. In a
world where events in the Middle East continue to have geopolitical consequences far beyond the
region's boundaries, an understanding of this complex nation is essential. With "Inside the Kingdom",
British journalist and bestselling author Robert Lacey has given us one of the most penetrating and
insightful looks at Saudi Arabia ever produced. More than twenty years after he first moved to the country
to write about the Saudis at the end of the oil boom, Lacey has returned to find out how the
consequences of the boom produced a society at war with itself. Filled with stories told by a broad range
of Saudis, from high princes and ambassadors to men and women on the street, "Inside the Kingdom" is
in many ways the story of the Saudis in their own words. It is a story of oil money that opened the door to
Western ways, and produced a conservative backlash with effects that are still being felt today. It is a
story of kings and princes who worried more about keeping power than the dangerous consequences of
empowering radical clerics. It is a story of men who challenged orthodoxy and risked prison or death in
the name of furthering open society, and of women who defied laws saying they should not write, drive,
or play sports. And, at its heart, it is a story of a people attempting to reconcile the religious separatism of
the past and the rapidly changing world with which they are increasingly intertwined. Their success - or
failure - will have powerful reverberations in their own country, and across the globe.
Saudi, Inc.: The Arabian Kingdom's Pursuit of Profit and Power Ellen R. Wald 2018-04-03 A history of the
most profitable company in the world, Saudi Aramco, and the story behind the family that ruthlessly
maneuvered to control this multi-trillion dollar enterprise. The Saudi royal family and Aramco leadership
are, and almost always have been, motivated by ambitions of long-term strength and profit. They use
Islamic law, traditional ideology, and harsh justice to maintain stability and their own power, but
underneath the thobes and abayas and behind the religious fanaticism and illiberalism lies a most
sophisticated and ruthless business enterprise. Today, that corporation is poised to pull off the biggest
IPO in history. Over more than a century, fed by ambition and oil wealth, al Saud, as the royal family is
known, has come from next to nothing to rule as absolute monarchs, a contrast with the world around
them and modernity itself. The story starts with Saudi Arabia's founder, Abdul Aziz, a lowly refugee
embarking on a daring gambit to reconquer his family's ancestral home?the mud-walled city of Riyadh. It
takes readers almost to present day, when the multinational family business has made al Saud the
wealthiest family in the world and on the cusp of a new transformation. Now al Saud and its family
business, Aramco, are embarking on their most ambitious move: taking the company public and
preparing the country for the next generation.
Great Tales from English History Robert Lacey 2004-06-03 With insight, humor and fascinating detail,
Lacey brings brilliantly to life the stories that made England -- from Ethelred the Unready to Richard the
Lionheart, the Venerable Bede to Piers the Ploughman. The greatest historians are vivid storytellers,
Robert Lacey reminds us, and in Great Tales from English History, he proves his place among them,
illuminating in unforgettable detail the characters and events that shaped a nation. In this volume, Lacey
limns the most important period in England's past, highlighting the spread of the English language, the
rejection of both a religion and a traditional view of kingly authority, and an unstoppable movement
toward intellectual and political freedom from 1387 to 1689. Opening with Chaucer's Canterbury Tales
and culminating in William and Mary's "Glorious Revolution," Lacey revisits some of the truly classic
stories of English history: the Battle of Agincourt, where Henry V's skilled archers defeated a French
army three times as large; the tragic tale of the two young princes locked in the Tower of London (and
almost certainly murdered) by their usurping uncle, Richard III; Henry VIII's schismatic divorce, not just
from his wife but from the authority of the Catholic Church; "Bloody Mary" and the burning of religious
dissidents; Sir Francis Drake's dramatic, if questionable, part in the defeat of the Spanish Armada; and
the terrible and transformative Great Fire of London, to name but a few. Here Anglophiles will find their
favorite English kings and queens, villains and victims, authors and architects - from Richard II to Anne

Boleyn, the Virgin Queen to Oliver Cromwell, Samuel Pepys to Christopher Wren, and many more.
Continuing the "eminently readable, highly enjoyable" (St. Louis Post-Dispatch) history he began in
volume I of Great Tales from English History, Robert Lacey has drawn on the most up-to-date research
to present a taut and riveting narrative, breathing life into the most pivotal characters and exciting
landmarks in England's history.
Islam in Pakistan Muhammad Qasim Zaman 2020-08-04 The first book to explore the modern history of
Islam in South Asia The first modern state to be founded in the name of Islam, Pakistan was the largest
Muslim country in the world at the time of its establishment in 1947. Today it is the second-most
populous, after Indonesia. Islam in Pakistan is the first comprehensive book to explore Islam's evolution
in this region over the past century and a half, from the British colonial era to the present day.
Muhammad Qasim Zaman presents a rich historical account of this major Muslim nation, insights into the
rise and gradual decline of Islamic modernist thought in the South Asian region, and an understanding of
how Islam has fared in the contemporary world. Much attention has been given to Pakistan's role in
sustaining the Afghan struggle against the Soviet occupation in the 1980s, in the growth of the Taliban in
the 1990s, and in the War on Terror after 9/11. But as Zaman shows, the nation's significance in matters
relating to Islam has much deeper roots. Since the late nineteenth century, South Asia has witnessed
important initiatives toward rethinking core Islamic texts and traditions in the interest of their compatibility
with the imperatives of modern life. Traditionalist scholars and their institutions, too, have had a
prominent presence in the region, as have Islamism and Sufism. Pakistan did not merely inherit these
and other aspects of Islam. Rather, it has been and remains a site of intense contestation over Islam's
public place, meaning, and interpretation. Examining how facets of Islam have been pivotal in Pakistani
history, Islam in Pakistan offers sweeping perspectives on what constitutes an Islamic state.
Interventions Kofi Annan 2013-09-03 A “candid, courageous, and unsparing memoir” (The New York
Review of Books) of post–Cold War politics and global statecraft Written with eloquence and
unprecedented candor, Interventions is the story of Kofi Annan’s remarkable time at the center of the
world stage. After forty years of service at the United Nations, Annan—who received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2001—shares his unique experiences during the terrorist attacks of September 11; the American
invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan; the war between Israel, Hizbollah, and Lebanon; the brutal conflicts of
Somalia, Rwanda, and Bosnia; and the geopolitical transformations following the end of the Cold War. A
personal biography of global statecraft, Interventions is as much a memoir as a guide to world
order—past, present, and future.
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